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NEWSLETTER
As promised we wi! keep you informed about the current status
of the venture and the cars as we! as providing some background
of what happened in 1954... In this issue please read about our
team and enjoy the first team member interview...

The Bonneville Team
Team Manager
Charles Matthews
Constructor + Logistics
Steve Pike
Race Engineer
Wiet Huidekoper
PR and Press officer
Pat Quinn
Historian / Pics and facts
Joe Jarick
CFO / Webmaster
Bruno Verstraete
Designer / Construction details
Gerry Coker
1954 Factory Driver / Historian
Roy Jackson Moore

August 1954: “the Garage” at night with both the Streamliner and
the Endurance car at rest... (Joe Jarick Collection)
Dear Healey Enthusiast,
In a little more than 3 weeks
time more than 200 enthusiasts
from around the globe have
registered their interest on our
website to receive more
information about this most
exciting venture. I am pleased to
say that many of you have oﬀered

assistance at Bonneville and
indicated that you would love to
attend the event. We are working
hard on the registrations and we
should know the exact dates
around mid February. We will of
course keep you informed as soon
as we have more news.
The Bonneville team

Coach Builder Streamliner
Paul Jenkins + David Pike
Chassis and subframes
David Pike
Paintwork
Jarrod Solomon
Period Parts
Tom Kovacs
Historical Records
Alan Cassavant

OUR GOALS IN 2009
Like most reading this, our second Newsletter, we are all Austin-Healey enthusiasts. As we learnt
more of the lore of the Donald Healey Motor Company we marvelled at the achievements that such
a small band managed during the austere 1950’s.
It is our aim to complete the reconstruction of both the Endurance Car and the Streamliner as
close as possible to what they were in 1954.
We then aim to return the name of Austin-Healey to the Bonneville Salt Flats and to
emulate those amazing exploits of the Donald Healey Motor Company within the confines of
today’s rules and regulations. Achieving membership in the 150 and 200 Mph Club is our ultimate
goal.
WWW.HEALEYSRETURNTOBONNEVILLE.COM
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An Interview with Constructor – Steve Pike
ample. Things like a highly unusual diﬀerential and a left hand
drive gearbox housing from those
special David Brown gearboxes
used in the early 100S examples.”
Like so many of us Australian
Steve Pike fell in love with the
sensuous curves of the AustinHealey during the swinging sixties. With the help of fiancée
Helen, Steve soon found himself
sitting behind the wheel of a
BN2.
Steve was then working in the
financial industry, but during the
1970s was spending more and
more time working on his own
cars and that of friends. Soon a
hobby turned into a business, for
in 1980 Steve left the world of
figures and started working fulltime on the marque.
In the twenty-nine years since
the name of Steve Pike has become closely linked not only to
the marque, but specifically to
the 100S so much so that he is
now seen worldwide as the S expert.
Q.
When asked about the ’53
and ’54 cars built for Bonnevi!e,
Steve replied.
“I knew about the Bonneville
attempts in ’53 and ’54, but it
never entered my mind that I
would have some involvement in
going back there and to actually
recreate what Donald Healey and
his team from Warwick achieved.
About 2 ½ years ago I was building a replica 100S for Wiet
Huidekoper using bits and pieces
that he had managed to locate in
all parts of the world. Wiet told
me about some unusual parts
that he had found that were definitely not from a road-going ex-

Q.
Like the Endurance car did
you start with a new chassis?
“Yes but remember the original
Streamliner was built at the end
of 1953 meaning that had the
normal seamed chassis, 100S
strengthening gussets and alloy
subframes. And that’s how it’s
been made.”

“It took quite a bit of thought
until we worked it out that the
pieces had come from the 1954
100S prototype SPL227 that was
used as the Endurance car in that
year and the year before. Then,
“We needed an expert coachWiet raised the idea of reconbuilder to build the Streamliner
structing the 1954 Endurance car body and made contact with
incorporating some of the parts.” Englishman Paul Jenkins who has
enjoyed a working holiday in
Q.
What happened to the origi- Australia while passing on his
nal car?
skills to my son David. From
start to finish it took 8 weeks to
“The records show that five years build the Streamliner body.”
after Bonneville it was literally
junked and the useful parts either Q.
Where are you up to with
sold oﬀ or retained.”
both the cars?
“I was contacted by Belgian
Bruno Verstraete who expressed
an interest in being involved. It
was reassuring when Bruno assumed responsibility at seeing
through the construction of the
Endurance car. We started with a
new chassis, which in itself was
interesting. SPL227 was a Special
Test Car with a seamless chassis
and subframes without pressings.”
Q.
We! that’s about the Endurance car, how come you decided to
reconstruct the Streamliner?
“When I was in England with
Wiet, the idea of returning to
Bonneville came up. It seemed
like a logical step and decided
there and then to take it on myself.”
“To start the ball rolling
Wiet provided the scaled drawings from publicity pictures in
consultation with the original
designer ,Gerry Coker.”

“As the Endurance car is entered
in the historic races at Phillip
Island in mid March, all our attention has now turned to that.
Both cars will be fitted with 100
engines suitably modified to take
the original angle faced alloy cylinder heads. The Endurance car
will also be fitted with the David
Brown 4-speed gearbox. Like in
1954 the Streamliner will be supercharged and receive a 5-speed
David Brown gearbox.
It’s early January 2009 and we
will return to the salt in Bonneville in September 2009 to recreate the record attempts under as
near to identical circumstances
to 1954 as possible. As the circle
for endurance runs is not existent
any more, both cars will be do
straight line speed trials.
Patrick Quinn
publicity@healeysreturntobonneville.com
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Steve Pike and John Healey inspecting the Streamliner
while under construction.

John Healey and the Endurance Car during construction.

The reconstructed Streamliner in the foreground with the Endurance Car behind.
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